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WASHINGTON.—~Way back on March 2 of last
yvrar, President Keanedyv said same things about
nuclear testing that sound star(ling «oday,

“Until  we measure
the effects of actual
ovplosions in the atmos-
phere  under  reatistic
cenditions,”  the Presi-
dent declared, “we will
nat know preciselv how
in prepare our future
delenses, how bhest (o
equlp our missties for
penetration of an anti-
missile system, and
witether it is possible to
achieve such a system
vy ourselves.”

He was really saving
that the United States
rould be committing sui- i
cide if it agrees o a Mr. ("Brien
nuclear test ban with the Russians before we
know a great deal more about what we're doing.

If there is any doubt about his meaning, an-
other part of his 1962 statement should eliminate
the confusion. The President also said that
until the necessary testing is completed, we
cannot be certain how much of our preparation
in the field of nuclear weapons “will lurn out
to be useless—blacked oul. paralyzed, or de-
stroyed by the complex effects of a nuclear
explosion.” .

If our nuclear weapons don't work, we have
no defense, and we had all better start learning
Russian right now,

* ok K

Since March 2, 1962, President Kennedy and
much of his Administration have pressed harder
than ever for a nuclear deal with the Russians,
Many Senators have taken up the same cause,
and a tremendous propaganda campaign has
developed outside the government.

Yet, the somber questions raised by Mr. Ken-
nedy himself have not heen answered, aven m
the government’s mnermost councils, The infor-
mation to answer them is not in existence be-
cavse evaluation of the tests tn which the Presi-
dent referred has not been completed.

The United States, then, has been labormg in
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a cloud of ignorance while it negotiates its -
future with the Soviet,
Many Senators have been pleading with the
Administration to slow down, to determine .
where it's going before it gets there. Since no
are else in the government has taken on the
job, the Senate Preparedness Subcommittes
since September has been conducting hearings
in private to obtain the answers, so that intelli-
gent iudgments could be made. .
ine Subcommittee Chairman, Senator John
C. Stennis (Dem.), Mississippi., warned his col- :
leagues a few days ago of the burden they bear
in behalf of almost 200 million other Americans.
“In this crucial area, upon which the very '
survival of our country might depend, we must
be certain, not only beyond -all reasonable -
doubt, but to the exclusion of every reasonable
hvpothesis of a doubt,” Senator Stennis sald, ’
* ok
‘The subcommittee won't reach any conclusions -
for many weeks, But hints of the dismal tone \

of the evidence have come already from two - .-

members who are not noted for speaking
casually.

Both Chairman Stennis and Missouri's Senator |

Stuart Symington declared they are “disturbed’’ ;
by what the Subcommittee has heard from i
Administration officials—f{rom the experts in the )\ .
State Department, the Arms Control and Dis- |

armament Agency, the Department of Defense, A\
the Air Force, and Central Intelligence Agency. -

These witnesses informed the Subcommittee,
in Senator Stennis’ cautious phrase, of *‘the .t

possibilities—even in some cases the probabili-
ties--as to what would be our situation should
we be caught short.”” One way of being caught
short, the Senators said, would be if the United
States embarks on another unpoliced 34-month -
test moratorium, as it did under President '
Eisenhower, while the Russians continue to test
in secret. .

During a brief debate, an ardent advocate of |.
a test ban deal, Minnesota's Senator Hubert ;
Humphrey, said he realizes *“there are differ-
ences of npinion’ on the test ban question.

He was corrected by Senator Symington.
There may or'may not be differances of opinion.
No ane can rerlly say because before there are
“opinions” there should be facts. And on the
whole emotion-laden issue, the eclement most
lacking is the simple one of knowledge.
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’ ) . . . c .
‘LxaMS,: -1t Wil ‘nlso xnean -sending . Demo-
‘orats to the House of Representatlves,. -
-3 ¥r'1964 the lasues will'be on our sids, -Our
*’ side will aiso bave the cantlidates.. “But this,
nlone, 18 hot: eriough.: - You—the members
upon whom our ‘Party deponds-rmust make
sure that in agdition’to’ the {sdes and the
candidates, weo: haye the “ofgaiilzation, tho
toamwork and the popular volce with which
we can win. . o
We depend
a. youthful Party
Democratie program to the people of New
Jersey. - For the future ut which our program
afma 16 your future and:lhat of your chil-
dren. And the Ameriga which we wish to
‘gee in that future caii only he. us strong
/s our efforts of today. "= B
Oue fact we know-—ttir candidate for the
Presidency has already “shown his metal,
aslready proved his cullbre, already given Uus
the start we need, .
This man-—Johin Fitzgeratd Kennedy --will
tend thie wav.

on-you—th oung members of

PLOPOBED BAN OM ATMOSHIERIC

ANI» UNDERWATER NUCIEAR
TESTING
aly STENNIS My, Presicent. 7 hpve

rond with nogreat deal of interest Sehate
Resolution 148 which was introtiuced in
the Ssnare by the distmguishied Senado
{ram Connecticut My Downt and shers
on May 27 Uhis resolublci piupruses
tial, the Senate wo on reeord (s Suppore-
e w repewed 1.5 offer Goviet
Union of an agreeudent botodty pll teate
that contatsinate the atmosnhore or the
aecans and that, s the evimt ob the e
wehion ol such offer  wi sowdmt our-
colves vntlaterally 1o a mevslorium on
aneh woestang. .

T (reopiize that 16 s the gbivetive of
Lhe resotdtion 1o bring 1o boeg geon (b
negatintions 1w Geneva the poesbine ang!
inffucnee of the U8 Serate 1 the bhone
that thaese su tav furde talks edeht
tinally sucesed 1in achievine at least one
small, faltoring step in the dizection of
slowing the arms chce,

T am sympathetie with the ohjectives
whichy the Sensitor from Connecticut hias
in mind 1 am not one of those who
would oppose r11¥ fest ban aureement at
all times and under all cireumsiances.
T amn one, however, whe inststs that any
such agreement be ironclad-angd be fully
adequate to protect our weenrity, safety
and  suvvivall  In fhis crucie! areg——
upoi: which the verv survival of our
country might devend —-we mnsl he cor-
tain, not only beyond il reasubable
toubt, but to the exelusinl: of every rea-
sonable hypothesis of o doudt,

Thevefore, as neich as 1 sympathizg
with the okjectives of the Senator from
Connesticut -and those of my collepgues
whio jolned him in spousoring the resohu-
tion, T must yove oxpression to me con.
viction thut we canoot «afford tw ach w
thig vital fleld unti]l we ay: iy “yil pos-
sesxion of all fsets wltoebh Leor on the
question of wheener aoy erstatlon of
atinospheric nuclear  testing by -
whoether unlliterally or as thc resuit of
an arrecment- -is truly mn the natonal
self~interest.

I think that we will all aureg that n
the past it hns beell pecessary 1or us to
eonduct vpuclear tosts, desplte wey haze
mdys and Slsadvaziiage - Lhat might aers

Lot
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company them,

to catty.the-message of the-

for-the purpose of insurs
ing ‘that this Nation had &t its disposal
the meéans to nsure our survival. - From

atmospheric testing have come &1l of our -

major nuclear . weapons developments

and our knowledge of the means to em-

ploy them miost effectively in the defense . the Set
-of our country if it should become nce-

essary. For my part I would support an
atmospheric nuclear test ban‘only if e 1
was entirely convinced that there 18 ab-,
solutely o relationship between contin~
ued testing by this country and the abil~

ity of our retalintory or sccond. strike ' the Senate the fact.that he, with!

forces .to survive a surprise nuclear at-
tack. ... i o

T sun stire that we would all agree tha$
a nucléar test ban would not be In the
national interest if we were at a substan-
tlal qualitative disadvantage to the So-

victs in the field of the development of

nuclear weapons. While I do nat believe
that such a qualltative disadvantage ex-
ists it 1s clear that, if it did exist, a ces-
sation of testing by us ralght be a prelude
to national suicide. It is clear that we
need hard and cold facts in this area.

we also nced hard and cold facts in
the arca of nuclear effects, in determin-
ing what effect an enemy's nuclear ex-
plosfons. woulll. have upon our ability to
survive and respond. 1f therc arc real,
tanpgible, and substantial doubts and un-~
vesolved questions in this fleld which

.cmimot be resolved without further at-

maspheric testing, then, as President
Kenuedy said on March 2, 1962, “until
wi measure the effects of actual explo-~
4 s Inn the atmosphere under realistic
conditions, we will not know precisely
how to prepare our future defenses, how
hest to equip ot missiles for peneiration
ol ar antimissile system, and whether it
iz possible to achicve such a system for
ourselves.” : s

- These ore some of the questions which
must he asked and answerasd before the
necessaly ungualitied assurance in this
fleld can be acquired:

Are atmospheric nuclear tests required
10 provide our Nation with an effective
defense agalnst Soviet intercontinental
hallistic missiles?

Are atmospheric nuclear tests required
to provide our Natfon with a certain ca-
pability to penetrate a Soviet missile
defense empioying nuclear warheads?

Are atmospheric nuclear tests required
tu assure the immmunity of our seccond
strike missile systems to a surprise enemy
nuctear attack?

Ait atmosphetic nuclear tests required
w develop specialized nueclear warheads
to derendd our Nation against satellite
bombs and other terror weapons with
which she free world has been threat-
vned?

President Kennedy in his statement of
March 2, 1862, said that, until we have
the necessary testing, we cannot be cer-
tait how mtch of our preparation in the
fleld of muclear weapons “will turn out
(0 be useless® blacked out, parulyzed, or
destroyed by the complex effects of a nu-
cilear explosion.’”  Nothing less than cexr-
tanty in this arca will suffice,

Thaut statement was made by the Presi-
dent some time ago, but T am reliably
informed that we have not yet completed
an cvaluation of the tests to which Lie

- obtain the facts with

8/ 4 €
iz still in prog has notibeen

- completed and itaeftest Tully determined,
. Mr. SYMINGTON: - Presid 114

ent: w

< therein. .
ST M, 8

"Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. Préd
- vongratulate the able Senapor-from
. slssippi for bringing to the attent

“preparation and’ care, 1s attemptin
reapect to thia all-
fmportant subject. The future of -the
United States and the free world. coule
- possibly depend upon decisions made
* this fleld, _ A 1]
Has the Senator not been disturbed by
some of the detailed technical informa-
tlon which has beéen presented to the -~ ..
subcommittee i1 the many days and .
weeks of hearings by the experts in thefr
particular ficlds with respect to what
could happen to certain aspects of our
defense structure §f the Soviets were to
continue tests fn secret and at the same
titne this countrv should decide to.enter
into another mu:¥.orium comparable to
the 34~-month moratorium between 1958
and 1961,
Mr. STENNIS. Based upon the sincere
testimony taken under oath, which we
have heard from competent withesses, 1
am greatly disturbed by the things we -
have learned with reference to the pos-,
sibilities—even in some cases probabili« -
tles—as to what would be our situation
should we be caught short, 80 to speak.
The Scnator from Mississipni bellieves
that there must be a thorough considera-
tion of these questions tmmediately. 1
belleve that & more thorough consideras .
tion will bring out the certainties and
uncertainties, so that a real evaluation
can be made.
~ Mr. SYMINGTON. I believe that the
Senator from Mississippi is performing a
great service this: cvening in mesking
thiese observations, in his typieally quilet
and thorough manner. '
Mr. STENNIS. I thank the Senator.
Unfortunately, most of the testimony,
that we have feceived is of the highest-
security nature, and cannot be published :
now. o - i
T do nothing more than state the stin= o
ple truth when I say that the U.S. Senate
does not now have full, complete, and
unequivocal answers to these funda-
mental questions, It Is casy to ask
them: #t is difficult to acquire the-gn- -
swers. I, for one, am convinced that the
answetrs must be forthcoming before the
Benate comtnits itsell to any course of
action, or to ahy recomendation, on a
matier which bears so directly on our
apility to survive. '
1t was for the purposc of acquiring the
answers to these and similar questions
that the Prepuredness Investigating
Subcommittee, of which I am privileged
to be chairman, last September com-
menced hearlngs on our nuclear test ban
proposals, one of which was substantially
1dentical to the agreement proposed by
Senate Resolution 148, This was re-
jected out of hand by the Sovicts,
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